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On a new moon day in the month of Vaisakha
Srikalahasteeswara emerged from the linga and declared
that he was rid of all his sins and offered him instant
salvation.

Chapters 82 and 83 of Sthalapurana.

Lingaarchanaat paro dharmo Naasti naasti jagat traye I
Lingaarchanaat param srestam Na bhutam na bhavishyati I I

[SIVA TATWA SUDHAMDHI]

In the three worlds there is no dharma better than the
worship of Linga. Neither in the past nor in future is there
any form of worship greater than that offered to Linga.

Chapter 39
VARAGUNA PANDYA
Sage Bharadwaja requested Romasa to detail the
account of Varaguna Pandya. Romasa started:
The city of Madura was once ruled over by Varaguna
Pandya, a descendant of Sundara Pandya who belonged to
the Chandra dynasty. He was a great warrior and ruled
over his kingdom with modesty. Providentially a sage called
Pippalada visited his palace. The king having forgotten his
family deity Mahadeva questioned the sage as to the means
of obtaining release from Samsara. He requested him to
enlighten him. The sage reminded him that the king had
neglected the worship of Mahadeva. He continued, "One
can attain salvation by learning that Hari and Hara are
synonymous. There is no difference between the two. The
creation of universe and its preservation are caused by the
powers of Hari and Hara. There is no distinction between
Shakti and its wielder. But in actual usage there appears
to be very little difference between the two on account of
Maya (illusion). The Shakti of Maheswara is four-fold. The